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SUBJECT: TIMOR: WHITLAM MISQUOTED IN "THE AUSTRALIAN"; REPORT 
THAT AMBASSADOR WOOLCOTT WILL BE REASSIGNED TO CANBERRA 

REF: CANBERRA 6150 

1 . THE MURDOCK NEWSPAPER "THE AUSTRALIAN" HAS PUBLICLY 
APOLOGIZED TO OPPOSITION LEADER GOUGH WHITLAM FOR MIS 
QUOTING HIM ON TIMOR IN ITS SEPTEMBER 1 EDITION (REFTEL). 
WHITLAM INFORMED "THE AUSTRALIAN" THAT: "THE QUEENSLAND 
EDITION OF 'THE AUSTRALIAN' NEWSPAPER OF 1 SEPT. IN 
FIRST COLUMN OF FIRST PAGE ATTRIBUTES TO ME WORDS WHICH 
I NEVER UTTERED ABOUT INDONESIAN ACTION IN TIMOR. I AM 
QUOTED AS REFERRING TO A CORRUPT CLIQUE OF JAKARTA 
GENERALS AND ADVOCATING FIRM ACTION AGAINST THEM BY THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT. I SEEK EARLY AMENDS FOR THIS 
IRRESPONSIBLE FABRICATION OF REFLECTIONS ON NEIGHBOR AND 
INCITEMENT TO WAR." IN ITS APOLOGY, "THE AUSTRALIAN" 

NOTED THAT THE REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO WHITLAM WERE ACTUALLY 
MADE BY TOM UREN, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION. 
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WM AN ARTICLE IN THE SEPTEMBER 6 EDITION OF "THE 
AUSTRALIAN," QUOTING DFA SOURCES, CLAIMS THAT AUSTRALIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO INDONESIA R.A. WOOLCOTT HAS REFUSED AN 
ASSIGNMENT AS AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES, PREFERRING 
TO RETURN TO CANBERRA. THE ARTICLE CLAIMS THAT THE GOA 
IS "ANGRY" OVER WOOLCOTT'S ALLEGED PRO-INDONESIAN STAND 
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OVER THE MILITARY TAKEOVER OF E. TIMOR. THE ARTICLE 
CONCLUDES BY NOTING THAT EARLIER THIS YEAR WOOLCOTT 
PUBLICLY DENIED HE WAS TAKING A STAND ON THE GOI'S TIMOR 
PROBLEM, POINTING OUT THAT AS AMBASSADOR HE WAS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GOA'S POLICIES. ALSTON 
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